
 

 

 
History Knowledge Organiser- Y6-Autumn Term 

Which people have fought for our rights?  
  

 
What should I know from 

prior learning? 
 
 

 
Important Facts 

 
 

 
Key Vocabulary 

 
 

Children should know about 
the conditions experienced 
by workers from the time of 
the industrial revolution (Y4, 

T1) 
Children should know about 

the abolition of the slave 
trade (Y5, T1) 

- To know about the Ancient Greek Empire and its expansion from 
750BC to 325BC – particularly under the rule of Alexander the 
Great.  
- To know about the different periods during the Greek Empire – 
Archaic (800BC-500BC), Classical (500BC-323BC) and Hellenistic 
(323BC-146BC) period.  
- To know Athenian Democracy was the start of a democratic system.  
- To know that democracy is a system in which the population of a territory 
has some power in the way in which the territory is run, and that this approach 
is still used today.  
- To know that civil rights are guarantees of equal protections and social 
opportunities under the law of a given society or nation regardless of a 
person’s race, religion, gender or any other characteristics; civil rights are an 
essential components of a democracy. 
- To know that human rights are the guarantees of equal protections and 
social opportunities that are deemed to be a person’s birth right regardless of 
the place in which they live. 
- To know that reforms were introduced to change conditions for workers and 
access to education in England in the early 19th Century.  

- To know that because of the work of the Suffragists and the 
Suffragettes in 1928 women were allowed to vote on the same 
terms as men. 
- To know that Martin Luther King Jr was an American civil 

rights icon who led the campaign for equality in America during the 
1950s and 1960s, advocating peaceful protest and proclaiming the 

shared value and dignity of all people. 
- To know about the work of Nelson Mandela in bringing about the 
removal of apartheid in South Africa in 1990.  
 

 

Democracy The word democracy describes a form of 
government. In a democracy the people 
have a say in how the government is run. 

Reform A reform is designed to make things better.  
Equality Equality means recognising and responding 

fairly to the individual needs and identities 
of all others. It provides everyone with an 
opportunity to reach their full potential and 
have an equal chance to live their life as 
they choose. 

Apartheid Apartheid was a system for keeping white 
people and non-whites separated in South 
Africa. 

Key Dates/Timeline 
 
 

 
Key Questions 

 
(To support AFL) 

 
                    
 
 

750BC-146BC the 
Ancient Greek Empire 

• Who were the Ancient Greeks? 
• How did the Ancient Greeks rule their islands? 
• What are civil rights? 
• What did Charles Dickens do to change the lives of 

workers and children in the 19th Century?  
• What changed about the way women protested for 

their rights?  
• Who was Martin Luther King Jr and what impact did 

he have on the world?  
• What did Nelson Mandela do to change the lives of 

people in South Africa?  
• What changes have taken place to improve the lives 

of people around the world?   
• What was the most significant change?  

1800-1860 – Changes 
in the UK for workers 
and children.  
1928 – Women 
receive the vote 
1950s and 1960s – 
Changes in American 
society 
1990 – Removal of 
Apartheid in South 
Africa 


